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ADDRESS	BY	H.E.	EDOUARD	FRITCH	

PRESIDENT	OF	FRENCH	POLYNESIA	

ONE	OCEAN	SUMMIT	

BREST	–	11	FEBRUARY	2022	

	

«	O	 te	miti	 nei	 ra	 te	marae	mo’a	 roa,	 e	 vahi	 hahano,	 e	 vahi	 raa,	 faatupuraa	
manava	hirahira	»,		

"The	ocean	is	the	most	sacred	temple,	it	is	a	holy	place,	an	inspiring	place	both	
fear	and	respect".	

For	70	years,	French	Polynesia	has	been	protecting	Polynesian	birds,	organizing	
rational	 traditional	 and	 professional	 fishing,	 or	 prohibiting	 access	 to	 certain	
parts	of	the	territory	to	preserve	its	nature.	

20	years	ago,	French	Polynesia	became	the	largest	Marine	Mammal	Sanctuary	
in	 the	world,	 involving	 the	protection	of	 all	 species	of	 sharks,	 sea	 turtles	 and	
Mobula.	

In	2018,	French	Polynesia	created	Tainui	ātea,	a	5	million	km2	marine	managed	
area	 protected	 by	 our	 environmental	 code.	 This	 area	 has	 the	 following	
objectives:	

- preserve	species	and	genetic	diversity;	

- maintain	ecological	functions;	

- and	use	natural	resources	and	ecosystems	in	a	sustainable	manner.	

Yes,	we	ensure	the	protection	of	our	118	islands,	while	taking	into	account	the	
fact	that	more	than	64%	of	them	are	inhabited.	

Our	vision	places	the	human	being	at	the	centre	of	this	protection.	And	for	us,	
people	are	connected	to	the	land,	the	sea	and	the	air.	

Our	 vision	 is	 global	 and	 systemic,	 and	 we	 want	 it	 to	 be	 set	 in	 a	 long-term	
perspective.	

It	aims	to	improve	the	standard	of	living	and	quality	of	life,	to	take	ownership	
again	of	traditional	concepts	and	know-how,	and	to	create	solidarity	between	
generations	and	between	peoples.	
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It	is	broken	down	into	four	Great	Ambitions:	

- Mou’a	ti’a:	the	preservation	of	the	Heart	of	our	islands,	

- Tai	uta:	the	restoration	of	the	Land-Sea	connection,	

- Tainui	ātea:	the	protection	and	sustainable	management	of	our	EEZ,	

- Te	Moana	nui	o	hiva:	the	construction	of	the	Great	Blue	Wall	of	the	
Pacific.	

Within	 this	 framework,	 French	 Polynesia	 is	 able	 to	 make	 4	 commitments	
covering	an	ocean	area	of	over	1	million	km2.	

1st	commitment:	increase	the	number	of	Biosphere	Reserves	

We	 are	 finalising	 the	 processes	 for	 the	 inscription	 of	 the	 Marquesas	
Islands	 on	 the	 UNESCO	 World	 Heritage	 List	 and	 for	 the	 designation	 of	 the	
Austral	Islands	as	a	Biosphere	Reserve.	

This	 commitment,	 which	 covers	 a	 maritime	 area	 close	 to	 7,000	 km2,	 is	 in	
addition	to	the	Polynesian	areas	already	listed	as	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Sites,	
such	as	Taputapuātea	and	the	19,000	km2	Biosphere	Reserve	of	Fakarava,	and	
to	our	Wilderness	Areas	on	four	atolls:	Taiaro,	Manuae,	Niau	and	Motu	One.	

2nd	commitment:	protect	coastal	areas	

A	coastal	zoning	scheme	for	a	maritime	area	of	almost	500,000	km²,	reserved	
for	 artisanal	 and	 food	 fishing,	will	 be	 finalised	 before	 the	 end	 of	 the	 year	 in	
relation	 with	 our	 archipelago	 populations.	 This	 coastal	 protection	 marks	 a	
withdrawal	of	20%	of	the	current	professional	fishing	zones.	

3rd	commitment:	protect	lagoons	and	corals	

By	the	end	of	the	year,	we	will	protect	all	coral	species.	

Our	 coral	 ecosystems	 cover	 an	 area	 of	 15,000	 km²	 and	 this	 action	will	 affect	
20%	of	the	world’s	atolls.	

In	addition,	we	will	 create	mandatory	anchorage	 zones	 to	 limit	 the	 impact	of	
illegal	anchorages	on	our	fragile	ecosystems.	

***	

Mr.	President,	ladies	and	gentlemen,	these	first	three	Polynesian	commitments	
already	represent	500,000	km²	of	protected	maritime	surface,	which	is	almost	
the	equivalent	of	the	surface	area	of	metropolitan	France.	

But	we	do	not	intend	to	stop	there.	

4th	commitment:	a	new	marine	protected	area	of	over	500,000	km2	

This	year,	on	the	occasion	of	the	20th	anniversary	of	our	Marine	Sanctuary,	we	
will	launch	the	“Rahui	Nui”	project,	a	marine	protected	area	of	at	least	500,000	
km2	located	in	the	south-eastern	part	of	our	EEZ.	
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By	2030,	we	expect	to:	

- Finalize	the	“Rahui	Nui”	project.	

- Continue	 the	 designation	 of	 Wilderness	 Areas	 on	 some	 of	 our	
islands,	such	as	Taiaro	or	Anuanuraro.	

- Launch	a	broad	strategy	to	acquire	knowledge	of	our	500	identified	
seamounts.	

- Initiate	studies	for	the	designation	of	new	biosphere	reserves.	

- Finally,	 seek	 recognition	 of	 French	 Polynesia	 as	 a	 Particularly	
Vulnerable	Sea	Area.	

These	commitments	oblige	us	and	we	know	that	we	can	count	on	the	State,	on	
France,	to	support	us	and	fulfil	them.	

***	

Mr	 President	 of	 the	 Republic,	 dear	 Emmanuel	 Macron,	 to	 conclude	 my	
statement,	 three	 years	 ago	 you	 mentioned	 the	 possibility	 of	 organising	 a	
summit	 bringing	 together	 the	 island	 peoples	 of	 the	 whole	 world.	 As	 you	
pointed	out,	we,	the	people	of	the	Pacific,	are	the	witnesses,	the	stakeholders,	
but	 also	 the	 potential	 victims	 of	 the	 effects	 of	 climate	 change	 and	 health	
condition	of	the	ocean.	Echoing	your	project,	Mr.	President,	French	Polynesia	is	
ready	to	host	this	first	world	edition	of	a	“One	Island	Summit”	and	I	propose	to	
organise	it	in	September	2023	at	the	latest	in	Tahiti.	

Thank	you.	


