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Madam Chair, 

Distinguished Ambassadors, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Madam Chair, thank you for welcoming us back among you. 

I have been President of French Polynesia since September 2014, 

democratically re-elected in 2018, with a large majority of 66% of the 

Parliament of Polynesia. For 35 years, I have been advocating for a large 

autonomy for my country. 

In October 2016, I had the floor here for the first time. Since then, I have not 

ceased to demonstrate, through facts and realities, that my country is in no 

way in a colonial situation, nor in a situation of oppression, nor in a situation of 

predation or confiscation of its natural resources by anyone. 

Such broad autonomy has enabled us to build our own plans to fight Covid-19 

with our doctors and to provide, in our own way, our health, economic and 

social response to the pandemic. 

We have relied on the full support of the French State since March 2020. Just 

over the last month of September, France sent to Polynesia, at its own 

expense, more than 200 French health workers, 44 firemen to support our 

medical teams. 

On 16 September, with the deployment of exceptional means, the French State 

also organised the medical evacuation to Paris, 18,000 km away from Tahiti, of 
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eight patients seriously affected by Covid. This operation was a world first, and 

relieved our hospital intensive care units. 

To date, Polynesia has received 350,000 doses of vaccine provided free of 

charge by the French State. Thanks to this support, 70% of Polynesians over the 

age of 12, i.e. 154,000 people out of 280,000, are fully vaccinated or have 

received at least one shot. 

Economically and financially, more than one billion US dollars have been 

mobilised in a year and a half by the government of French Polynesia 

(accounting for 30%) and the French State (accounting for 70%) in order to 

support Polynesian businesses and families during this period of crisis. 

To finance the recovery of our economy, two loans totalling US$ 680 million 

guaranteed by the French State, have been granted. They will be used to 

finance emergency measures, to save our social protection systems, and to 

initiate the first recovery measures. 

These gestures, real and proven, are a concrete manifestation of France’s 

solidarity with its autonomous territory and its inhabitants. We are grateful to 

the French State. This strengthens our partnership with the French Republic 

and I want to emphasise that. 

 

°°°°° 

Beyond the Covid crisis, French Polynesia is resolutely committed to fighting 

climate change, which remains the main threat to the Pacific islands and its 

peoples. 

Our goal is to achieve a 50% reduction in our greenhouse gas emissions by 

2030. To achieve this, a Climate-Air-Energy Plan is being implemented. We are 

also promoting the large-scale production of solar energy for our islands. 

In 2017, at the UN Ocean Conference, we committed to classify our 5 million 

km2 Exclusive Economic Zone, Te Tai Nui Atea, as a Managed Marine Area. This 

is a reality. This commitment is in line with our will, as Polynesians and 

Oceanians, to preserve our common heritage, which we call, with our Pacific 

brothers, “the Blue Pacific Continent”. 
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We also appeal to international opinion to stop illegal fishing in the Pacific, and 

to also stop purse seine fishing and the use of drift nets which are destroying 

marine resources, our shared heritage. During the IUCN World Congress held 

recently in Marseille, French Polynesia officially launched this appeal. 

We also collaborated with the member countries of the Pacific Islands Forum to 

develop and adopt the Declaration on the Preservation of Maritime Areas in 

the Face of Sea Level Rise, in accordance with the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

Madam Chair, following the discussions of the Pacific Forum leaders with UN 

Secretary General Antonio Guterres in which I participated two weeks ago, let 

me take this opportunity to make a solemn appeal to the nations of the world 

to take all necessary measures to slow down global warming and limit the 

temperature increase to less than 1.5°C. The lives of present and future 

generations depend on it. 

°°° 

Madam Chair, I also understand that our Pacific region is the subject of intense 

tension between the major powers. 

While French Polynesia is the subject, here, of a debate on decolonization, we 

are disturbed and very concerned by the possible threats to our region through 

geopolitical and geostrategic confrontations in the Pacific. 

Don’t you think that this issue is more vital for the balance of the world than 

the “decolonization of French Polynesia”? 

°°° 

On the nuclear issue in French Polynesia, work is continuing in partnership and 

consultation with the French State. A major round table was organised in Paris 

at the beginning of July, at the initiative of the President of the Republic, 

Emmanuel MACRON. This round table was entitled “Justice and truth about 

nuclear testing in French Polynesia”. 

Thus, announcements were made by the President of the French Republic 

about the opening of archives and the compensation of victims with better 

follow-up of their cases. The French State and French Polynesia have the 

common will to meet the expectations of French Polynesians on this subject. 
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°°° 

Finally, my country is committed to the Sustainable Development Goals and 

integrates them in its public policies. 

Our report has been transmitted to the UN Secretary General and to the 

Decolonization Unit with the hope that it will be taken into account in our 

work. 

Therefore, I would like a paragraph in the resolution of French Polynesia to be 

dedicated to it in order to show that my government adheres to the UN 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

°°° 

Madam Chair, dear members of the UN, as you have understood, French 

Polynesia is a Country with broad autonomy within the French Republic. My 

Country, with financial autonomy, takes in hand its destiny and its economic 

and social development. It participates with conviction in common regional and 

global issues. 

Today, my people wish to keep this particular status of broad autonomy within 

the French Republic, a status which gives us sufficient powers to shape our 

future as we see fit. 

We are above all Polynesians, but also French and European. 

80% of the population living in French Polynesia is indigenous. French 

Polynesians are present in all economic, social and political spheres. We lead 

and manage our country. Our destiny is in our hands. French Polynesia is not a 

colony to be decolonized. 

Independence may suit some countries, but not others. Independence is not 

the only way or the miracle solution for a people to be happy. The dignity of a 

people is not necessarily built in independence. Other paths are possible, and 

they are mentioned in the United Nations Charter. 

Today, dear members of the UN, we must accept the democratic fact that my 

people still have no desire for independence. 
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To conclude, Madam Chair, I renew my invitation to your assembly to send a 

mission to French Polynesia in order to assess by itself the situation of my 

Country. 
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